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in their symbolism. They involve life and death ; they are the 
solemnest pledges that the primitive man can assume. Such is the 
conclusion of the author, which is carried through with vigor and 
applied to explain nearly all instances which he brings forward. It 
may seem to some that little discrimination has been shown where there 
was need of some strict analysis. The preservative power of salt cer- 
tainly has been more potent, as well as the seasoning element in it, 
than the author is willing to grant. As a collection of materials to 
which a wonderfully fertile principle of interpretation has been applied 
the book is of real value, even though one must sometimes be cautious 
in adopting the views advanced. 



G. S. Goodspeed. 



The University of Chicago. 



A History of Egypt under the Ptolemaic Dynasty. With 
numerous illustrations. By J. P. Mahaffy. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. xiii-f 256. $2.25. 

A History of Egypt under Roman Rule. With numerous 
illustrations. By J. Grafton Milne, MA. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. xii + 262. $2.25. 

Professor Mahaffy and Mr. Milne write under the above-named 
titles the fourth and fifth volumes of Professor Petrie's History of Egypt. 
It cannot be said that the general public is as much interested in these 
periods of Egyptian history as in the earlier Pharaonic ages. But 
this History of Egypt is not for the general public. It is a student's 
history, giving the facts obtained from the very latest discoveries and 
investigations, furnishing long lists of references to the original 
authorities, and not concerned about the speculative or literary aspects 
of the subject. 

Yet these periods are not without their importance and living 
interest. Ptolemaic Egypt was the intellectual heir of Greece. Alex- 
andria was the meeting place of the oriental and the occidental, the 
Jew, the Greek, and the Hindu. Roman Egypt produced the school 
of Clement and Origen, the first hermits and cenobites, and has been 
the hiding place of many important documents of Christian literature 
which have recently been uncovered and published to the world. 

The Egypt of these epochs has recently been revealed to us in 
fuller and clearer outline by the wonderful discoveries of papyri in the 
Fayum and elsewhere. Mahaffy and Milne have made abundant use 
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of these materials, and their books supersede all others in the field. 
We now know many details about the social, economic, governmental, 
and religious sides of those centuries of Egyptian 'life which make 
practically new chapters of history. It is an especially fascinating 
picture of the later course of Egyptian religion which Milne unrolls in 
one of his chapters — the persistent life of the primitive native worships, 
the intermixture of Greek paganism and Roman Caesar-worship, and 
the overlaying of all with Christianity; resulting in that strange parody 
and degradation of the gospel ideal which is found in Egyptian Chris- 
tianity of the fourth century, so vividly set forth in Kingsley's Hypatia. 

Many problems are raised by the religious phenomena of later 
Egypt. The stolid persistence of the animal cults in the face of 
higher forms of religious thought and practice is one of these prob- 
lems. Another is suggested by the comparison between the agricultu- 
ral, peace-loving, inoffensive, happy Egyptian of the Pharaonic period 
and the factious, fanatical, quarrelsome, bloodthirsty Egyptian of 
Ptolemaic and Christian times. What psychological or physical 
change had passed over the Egyptian, to produce the Alexandrian 
mob that pillaged the Jews and tore Hypatia to pieces before the altar 
of a Christian church and in the name of the Savior? Milne has sug- 
gested that the problem is explicable by the variety of races, which 
only partially united and left antagonisms which were constantly 
coming to the surface. Jew and Greek and native Egyptian could 
never get on together. This is no doubt a partial solution, but it goes 
only a little way, since the differences were not by any means all along 
racial lines. The mixture of races seems to have produced in this 
case one of the keenest, most clever, most unstable, and most quarrel- 
some and fanatical peoples that the world has ever seen, represented 
not only by an Origen and an Athanasius, but also by an Arbaces and 
a Cyril, given on the slightest occasion to breaking one another's 
heads in the circus, but capable of undergoing for Christ's sake unpar- 
alleled severities of ascetic discipline and becoming the pioneers of 
Christian monasticism. 

The student of antiquity and the historian of Christianity will find 
these volumes of much value. They are well indexed, contain abun- 
dant citations from the sources, or references to them, and the illustra- 
tions are clear and chosen with intelligent judgment, often from 
materials hitherto unpublished. 

G. S. Goodspeed. 

The University of Chicago. 



